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The semiotics, or science of signs,
when applied to the “sign language” of the
ancient American Southwest includes the

importance of showing or making metaphors
for MOVEMENT on the enduring media of

stone and painted ceramics.
The usefulness of the Undulating Line as a
symbol to show Movement, particularly of a
heavenly body such as the moon or a great

comet gracing the skies, needs to be studied
in order to understand the ancient visual

astronomy recordings available to us in the
American Southwest—where records can

show the same number of days visible as are
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(Right) Irish megalithic stone day-counter for
the moon: the change in direction up and down
signifies not only the movement of the moon
during its phases but also an actual day-count,
day 1 thru 17 on the top then thru to the 27th day
waning crescent and then the 3 days of
darkness before the next moon begins again.
(Left) Probable counter for an ancient migrating comet—where 41 pecked undulations may record
Comet Halley’s visit of AD141 when it was watched for 41 days [Yeomans/NASA weblist of “The
Great Comets in History”*]. This is separate from other glyphs but adjacent to a supernova of AD185
panel and so this may have been made by the same person or interest group: day-counter and comet-
sign combined in a visual astronomy record of early times along the San Juan River. Bluff, UT.
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